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For, like others before and after them, the men of the Revolution
believed that Britain's strength was a web of gossamer. They
supposed, as it was not spun of armies, that it would break at a
touch. They thought it depended on banknotes. They had only
to cut off the trade of the London plutocrats and their power would
vanish in a night. Revolution in the countries with which they
traded would soon bring them to their knees. The people would
then rise and massacre them and welcome the French invaders.
France would then " regulate the destiny of nations and found the
liberty of the world/*

Such men were incapable of understanding the secret sources of
England's power. They could no more gauge the islanders' tenacity
than those stubborn pragmatists could themselves conceive the
credo of faith and destruction with which the revolutionaries con-
fronted the complacent status quo. Goethe's phrase: " I love the
man who wants the impossible! " was to provide the violent motif
of the next twenty-two years of European history. It was to trans-
form the world and bring it for a time to the edge of ruin. On that
narrow verge between humanity and the abyss was to stand for
many years nothing but the tried bulwark of Pitt's England.

On January loth the French Executive Council ordered General
Miranda to prepare for the immediate invasion of the United
Netherlands. Meanwhile Chauvelin was to seek another interview
with Grenville in order to lull him into false security. But though
Grenville promptly received him, and unofficial negotiations were
still pursued through subordinate intermediaries, the British
Government was not to be caught off its guard. Instead it gave
orders to stop cargoes of grain that might be used by Miranda's
invading army. When Chauvelin protested, Grenville refused to
discuss the matter.

On both sides the momentum of military preparations was now
moving irresistibly towards war. On the I2th Dundas, the Secre-
tary of State, acceding at last to the offers of royalist planters to
transfer the province of Santo Domingo to Britain, sent instructions
to die Governor of Jamaica " to extend to them the protection of
His Majesty's arms " in the event of war. On the same day the
French Government commissioned thirty ships of the line and
twenty frigates. Down in Norfolk Captain Horatio Nelson,
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